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the area to combine in an association called the Producers’ Marble
Company, a selling organization set up to control price-setting and
agency problems, and other competitive activities. The association
was limited to a life of five years, and after its expiration Proctor
was able to acquire, one after another, most of the larger companies.

For years the Vermont Marble Company did the lion’s share of
marble business in Vermont. It had quarries in Alaska, Colorado,
and other states, and in good years shipped a million cubic feet of
marble and employed 2,500 workers. Be sure to visit the museum
in Proctor.

Rutland’s Railroad

The Rutland Railroad had its beginnings as the Rutland and
Burlington Railroad Company. Three contracts were awarded — one
for each section. Construction began in May 1847 on all three
sections: Burlington to Brandon; Bellows Falls to Mt. Holly; and
Mt. Holly to Brandon. The work progressed very quickly, and the
first train ran over the entire road on December 18, 1849. Later,
the Rutland acquired lines from Rutland to Bennington and from
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Home of
the Marble Men

Bennington to Chatham, New York. The Clarendon and Pittsford
Railroad was organized to serve the marble industry. This line
remained busy and helped the Rutland Railroad through difficult
financial times, and was still in use up until strikes ended the
Rutland Railroad. The key importance to the Rutland Railroad,
however, was that it was a hub of many railroads intersecting, all
making their way from one water body to another — from the Great
Lakes to the ocean.

In 1870, the Rutland Railroad was leased to the Vermont Central
for twenty years at $376,000 per year. Although the Vermont
Central suffered difficulties, especially trying to establish a
smooth and profitable route from Montreal to New York, the first
decade of the century represented the Rutland Railroad’s finan-
cial glory years. In 1904, the New York Central (a Vanderbilt
empire) gained controlling interest in the Rutland Railroad: a
positive situation that lasted for several years. At this time,
the island-hopping route through Lake Champlain was created.

The Rutland Railroad was created with the main intent to serve
Rutland’s booming industry. The marble industry was a significant
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and long-term patron of the Rutland’s freight service. Rutland
also had heavy industry that utilized the Rutland’s freight service
— namely the Howe Scale Company. Both companies were located
right along the Rutland’s lines. Along with the marble industry and
Rutland’s heavy industry, the milk train was another large asset to
the Rutland. At one time, it was even called the “Million Dollar
Train.” There was a passenger service, but it truly was the freight
service to Rutland’s industry and the milk train that made up the
most significant portion of the Rutland Railroad’s profits.

As with any transport service, the Rutland Railroad had its share of
accidents. A fire damaged the Rutland Railroad station on February
23, 1909. The event drew a crowd that arrived by foot, by horse,
by trolley, and by automobile. Later, a southbound freight met
Train 165, the “Green Mountain Flyer,” head-on about three miles
north of Bellows Falls on March 14, 1920. Poor penmanship on the
train orders resulted in the orders being misread — a mistake with
the tragic results of the death of Con Sullivan, the engineer of the
passenger train.

The Rutland Railroad also helped Vermont communities in
disastrous times. For example, the Connecticut River went on a
rampage in early November 1927, as did all the other rivers and
streams in the state. This flood was undoubtedly the greatest
natural disaster in the state’s history. In Bellows Falls, the Rutland
Railroad’s enginehouse was flooded, and loaded cars were put on
the Canal Bridge to weigh it down so that it could better survive the
force of the swirling water and debris.

Text from: Railroads of Vermont, by Robert C. Jones and The Rutland Railroad, by Jim Shaughnessy. Text edited by Katrina Bingham.
Published by: Historical Pages Company © 2004 e (802) 287-2332 e www.historicalpages.com e Printed by: Journal Press, Poultney, VT (802) 287-9811

Mill River Auto Sales

Papte [ South

PO Box 226

A PTTRTQrOTIYR;
TOT’S Diner

25 Main Street
Poultney, VT 05764
(802) 287-2213

5 ’“t‘].-rr'ﬂr.{;" g

BT
= i alh

»

DANTURCO
& SONS

SYAMAHA

AT Marth Clarvden, VT o5

(8oz) 773-8650

“Mave A Great Year
Frogm ANl OF U's Here™

GREEN .=
mouNIAIN
HEHTfﬁjL. ﬂ.ﬂ.LVEE .ﬂ"p EEF“"EE ETR.

“WE RENT MOST

EVERYTHING”

Party Goods ¢ Wedding Supplies
Mini Excavator * Bobcat Loader
Floor Sanders « Compactors
Generators Pumps
Compressors

and Much More!
Stonybrook Plaza

158 North Main Street
7750101

BEORS 5

Boanks Pebnay, T
Bought 05784
5 Sold  BORI0TSTS

Henpy Suernox Museus
oF YersiosT HisToRy
=Preservimg. Hersont Hispny singe JA17=

ilﬁ-thgmmn Emdt:;‘

past at 'S

oldest community history |

museum, Musesm Shop |
‘& Research Cenier,

Opsiary e -rand.

502-383-2117
| 1 Parx STReET, MinoLEsURy
| HENRYESHELDONMUSEUMAORG

JACKEE'S STLIDI
ORIGINAL & MONUMENTAL ART

Original Art
Pet Portraits
Marble Etchings
phox {8, Crane Bd, Letfoester, T
By Appointment  802-247-6856

amal  jackeesiiscne ned

4 Color Brochures & Cataiogs

JOURNAL PRESS, INC.

160 Dopgest, Sirast, Poubeasy, VT
B0 2AT-EE1

Commarclal Primter
1 + I Color Folders

Finc &t Roproduction
[Black + White or Galor)

s joumal piessing.com

2/25/05 8:48:16 AM



