
Quiet Family Campground
Along The BattenKill River

The Pratt Family Welcomes You

48 Camping on the Battenkill
Historic Rt. 7A

Arlington, Vermont  05250
802-375-6663 / 800-830-6663

Open Mid-April Through
Mid-October

There are many legends concerning the name Equinox. One early
rendition states that a certain Captain Partrige, the director of the
American Literary Scientific and Military Academy, led a troop of cadets
from Norwich, Vermont, to what is now Manchester. The group
ascended the mountain on September 19, 1823 for the purpose of
making barometric observations. Captain Partrige fixed the altitude of
the mountain at 3,807 feet above sea level which was surprisingly
accurate for the times. The present official altitude is 3,840 feet.

                           Early aerial photo of Mt. Equinox

The story goes that since the ascent of the mountain was made at
approximately the time of the autumnal equinox, the mountain was
thereafter referred to as Equinox Mountain. After further research,
Equinox was found to be an early Anglicization of a Native American
word--either Akwanok or Ekwanok. These words are freely translated
to mean the very top or the place where the very top is-- an appropriate
name in either case.

Other Anglican legends evolved from surveys chronicled in the
late eighteen-century maps of the region such as the map entitled, “A

  The Old Sunderland Road near the Hill Farm Inn

Using the 1796 map as the basis for an improved map, Ira
Allen, then Surveyor General of the State of Vermont, published a
1798 map entitled, “A Map of the State of Vermont.” Equinox
Mountain is correctly shown as to position on this map also.

Early European settlers seem to have been unaware of the
official name of the mountain and referred to it as West Mountain,
in contrast to the Green Mountains to the east. Later on, from
approximately 1800 to about the time of Captain Partrige’s visit,
the mountain was known as Manchester Mountain, and, during
one brief interval, as Esquimaux Mountain. Maps, atlases, and
gazetteers published after approximately 1840 have consistently
referred to the mountain as Equinox Mountain.

Today the mountain is known as either Mount Equinox or
Equinox Mountain, and still towers to the west above Manchester,
Vermont. The summit of the mountain is the highest in the Taconic
Range. Mount Equinox is also the highest mountain accessible
by automobile in this region.

Since Equinox was the highest mountain overlooking the
Vermont valley, which extends from Bennington to Rutland, it
was naturally the object of much attention on the part of the early
settlers. That section of the valley where the towns of Arlington
and Manchester are now located was then known as the Seven
Mile Swamp. Early roads from Bennington to Rutland traversed
the slopes of the foothills to avoid the marshy land and numerous
brooks down in the valley. Settlers laid out their pastures and
holdings on the mountains—first, to avoid the Indians who rarely
ascended the high mountains; second, to avoid malaria which
they knew to be associated with swampy lands; finally and
perhaps most importantly, it was difficult to cultivate the lower
marsh lands.  As a result, the slopes of Mount Equinox were fairly
well populated and trails were abundant over the entire mountain.

(Continued on the other side)
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“EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED”

35 DEALERS
Located at the foot of Mount Equinox

Midway between Manchester & Arlington
on Route 7A

Sunderland, Vermont
802-362-5459

DAVE KUTCHUKIAN PHOTOGRAPHY
Commercial Photography • Brochures

Web Site • Insurance Videos
Fine Art Photography

362 Morse Hill Road,
E.Dorset,VT

802-362-4216

A view south from the toll road
Dave Kutchukian Photography

EARTH ADVOCATE.COM
Environmental Variety Store

                   and Website
Protecting the Battenkill since 1987.
Selling everyday products:
Bath, Laundry, hemp, etc.
Visit or log on!!!

6350 VT 7A
Sunderland, VT 05250
802-362-2766

HILL FARM INN
C. 1790

BED & BREAKFAST
Country Rooms • Suites • Cabins

50 acres on the Battenkill
Walking Trails • Farm Animals

Families Welcome

458 HILL FARM ROAD
ARLINGTON, VERMONT 05250

1-800-882-2545
1-802-375-2269

www.hillfarminn.com

Toll Road Motor Inn
Manchester Center, VT  05255

Luxuriously spacious guest rooms
Individually heated & air conditioned • Color TV

Refrigerator • In-room coffee • Large outdoor pool
Huge center fireplace in lobby

Minutes from the Appalachian Trail, Bromley & Stratton resorts

802-362-1711
www.tollroadinn.com  •  info@tollroadinn.com

Your Full-Service Florist

802/362-7181
6326 Main St.

Manchester Center, VT  05255

The Lily of the Valley FloristThe Lily of the Valley FloristThe Lily of the Valley FloristThe Lily of the Valley FloristThe Lily of the Valley Florist
ROUTES 11/30

MANCHESTER

OPEN 7

DAYS A WEEK

5AM-6PM

362-1874

Famous for Great Coffee

50 Varieties of DONUTS, MUFFINS,

BAKED GOODS, SPECIALTY COFFEES

Family Dining,
Comfort Foods at its Best

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Homemade Desserts

Pizza’s to go!

Come and visit

Norman Rockwell’s

“Baby Sitter”

Chauncey’s
Open 7 Days

Rt. 7A Arlington
8 Miles So. of Manchester

802/375-1222

Mahican Moccasin
        Factory

6 miles South of  Bennington on Rt 7
802-823-5294

Handmade Moccasins
Deer-skin, Elk & Cowhide
Mail orders taken

5% Discount
With this Coupon

Correct Map of the State of Vermont from Actual Survey; exhibiting
the County and Town Lines, Rivers, Lakes, Ponds, Mountains,
Meeting Houses, Mills, Public Roads, etc., by James Whitelaw,
Esq., Surveyor General, 1796.” On this map, the mountain is
technically positioned accurately, and labeled Equinox Mountain.
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(Continued from the other side)
At a very early date, roads were built through the gaps on

the south and north sides of Equinox, known as Southeast
Corners and Beartown respectively—names they retain to this
day. It was not until sometime towards the middle of the 1800s
that a wagon road was built to higher altitudes. Between 1860
and 1870, Frank Orvis and several Manchester residents built a
road from Beartown Gap to a rocky clearing called Lookout
Rock, directly overlooking Manchester Valley. This road did
not start from the bottom of the mountain nor did it reach the
top. Yet covering a distance of four miles, this road gained
approximately 1600 feet in altitude.

At this time the actual summit could be reached from the
end of the road by a trail about 3/4 of a mile long. Because  there
was a clear view of Manchester Valley from Lookout Rock, and
because the view at the summit was then obscured by trees, the
road was never extended beyond Lookout Rock. A small structure
known as the Mountain House was built near Lookout Rock
and used as a  shelter for many years. Due to costly maintenance
and unsuitability to more modern traffic, this road became
obsolete in the early 1900s. This early road has long since fallen
into disuse, although its route can still be readily discerned.

In 1939, the late Dr. Joseph G. Davidson purchased a large tract
of land on the Equinox  Mountain and erected a building at Southeast
Corners Gap. To make it possible for materials of construction to be
brought to the building site, it was necessary to improve the old
wagon road. This was done and the structure  was built. Some time
later, having climbed many times to the top of Equinox by a badly
overgrown trail, Davidson became interested in building a toll road
to the summit. Construction of a toll road would also provide public
access to the unparalleled views from the summit. With these ideas
in mind, Davidson built the first link of road in 1941. This link ran
from the Southeast Corners Mountain House, at an altitude of 2,016
feet, to the top of Little Equinox, a summit just south of Big Equinox,
at an altitude of 3,320 feet.

While work on the road was suspended during World War II,
Davidson purchased additional tracts of land, always having in
mind a full length road to the top of Big Equinox. The acquisition of
land was completed in 1946 and construction of the present day toll
road was resumed. Beginning at Route 7 (now 7A) and connecting
with the lower portion of the first link, the road ran along the ridge of
the mountain from Little Equinox to Big Equinox to reach an altitude
of 3,840 feet. Finally in 1953 the entire road from the toll house to the
summit was widened and paved. This was one of the most
spectacular road paving jobs ever attempted in New England. The
finished road is 5.3 miles long. The paved portion averages 20 feet
wide, except on curves where the width varies from 25 to 50 feet.

Several paved parking areas overlook many inspiring views from
the mountain, but the outstanding feature of the road is Skyline
Drive itself. As you drive along the crest of the mountain, you can
see the Green Mountains of Vermont and the White Mountains of
New Hampshire when looking east.

From this same spot on a clear day, the Adirondacks in
New York appear before you when looking west. The
Carthusian Monastery can also be seen to the west, directly
below Lake Madeleine. Looking north from the parking area at
the top of Big Equinox, if you have very sharp eyes, you can
see Mount Royal in Montreal dimly visible. On moderately
clear days, parts of New York, New Hampshire, and
Massachusetts can be seen.

In the interest of safety, two marble restraining walls
designed and constructed by Antonio Merlino of Rome, Italy
were built around the leveled and paved parking area at the
summit. Most of the marble in the walls was quarried on
neighboring  Dorset  Mountain. The remaining marble came
from the West Rutland Quarry, with the exception of the
drinking  fountain. This fountain was specially designed and
built by the Vermont Marble Company from the best monument
quality, Danby marble.

For the rest of the story, please pick up a copy of “Mount
Equinox Past & Present” at the Toll House of Skyline Drive.
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Equinox Sky Line Drive
Phone 802-362-1114

Open May 1 to November 1

Fresh Produce • Flowers
Bedding Plant & House Plants
Ice Cream • Vermont Products

  Home Baked Pies
Gardening & Housecleaning Services

Kim’s

Country Garden

Open Tues-Sun  10:00-6:00

Little Equinox and Big Equinox

EQUINOX
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Early morning fog  in the valley below.  Special Thanks to
Dave Kutchukian for scenic views from Equinox Sky Line Drive Route 7, Danby, VT 802-293-5482

An Elegant, Romantic, 1848 Greek Revival Mansion.
    Gourmet Candlelight Dining. Weddings.
Yankee Magazine’s Travel Guide to New England
“ 2002 Editor’s Pick.” Reservations suggested.
      Call us at 802-375-6532 or 800-443-9442.
     Historic Route 7A, Arlington, Vermont
                 www.arlingtoninn.com

Thanks for Buying Our
Vermont Grown

Produce

Rte 11/30, Manchester, VT

362-3083

Rte 30, Newfane, VT

365-4168

www.duttonberryfarm.com
OPEN 7 DAYS  9AM-7PM

Fine Giftware,
Ornaments &
Collectibles

Rt. 7A, Manchester VT
Between Manchester and

Arlington

1-800-834-5036
www.xmasdays.com

A TASTE OF

Wholesome & good food
Freshest ingredients
Minimum or no additives
Use organic & local
produce
when possible

32 Bonnet St.. ,Manchester Ctr.
802-366-8018

DELI CAFE
SCANDINAVIA

Sugar ShackSugar ShackSugar ShackSugar ShackSugar Shack
Tee Shirt Outlet 5/$20

Maple syrup & Vermont food products
Home baked pies & cookies

Route 7A,  Arlington VT    802-375-6747

DO-IT-YOURSELF & CUSTOM FRAMING

We cut all materials and offer  supervised instruction.
                We provide all equipment needed.

CONSERVATION MATTING
          ART GALLERY

WOOD AND METAL
     MOULDINGS

Old Mill Road, East Arlington, Vermont
            (across from fire station)

FRESH FROM OUR FIELDS SINCE 1921

RUTLAND, VERMONT • TELEPHONE 773-8685/773-6788

Heinel’s Clothiers a discount store featuring WOOLRICH and ALPS sportswear, NORTHERN ISLES

blankets and sweaters, WIGWAM socks, DUOFOLD and HANES underwear, LEE jeans, ACORN slippers, men’s

sleepwear, and more. We specialize in Novelty Sweaters, Deerskin Gloves, and Tuxedo Rentals. Open 7 days.

                HISTORIC MAIN STREET, MANCHESTER, VERMONT   802-362-1400

By 1879, J.C. Heinel’s Tailor shop had a devoted clientele. The business grew and the family home was expanded to include retail

clothing as well. Thus, for over 100 years, Heinel’s Clothiers has been the local supplier of quality New England clothing.

120 Depot Street,
Bennington, VT 05201
Tel: 802-447-8506
email: native1@sover.net

Published by: Historical Pages Company ©2004  (802) 287-2332
www.historicalpages.com • historpg@sover.net

 Printed by: Journal Press, Poultney, VT (802) 287-9811

equinoxpg1&2003.p65 4/5/2004, 9:22 AM2


